








PREFACE.

About 30 years ago, as Assistant Secretary of the Asiatic
Society of Bengal, I drew the attention of the Council of the
Society to the neglected condition of the volnminous Thibetan
Xylographs, which were lying unnoticed in its archives,
damaged by damp and insects, and I suggested the desirability
of getting them catalogued and arranged by some one conver-
sant with that language. Consideration of the question was
deferred till Mr. E. T. Atkinson, as President of the Socicty,
took up the matter and entrusted me with that work. Not
being able to spare much time and being burdened with my
official duties I regret the work was mnch delayed. While
cataloguing, Mr. K. T. Atkinson encouraged me to undertake
the editing of the Sher-phyin which extends to one hundred
thousand stanzas and is considered s sacred as the Vedas of
‘the Hindus. Asx no second copy was available, with the per-
mission of the Council T had to rely entirely on my own resour-
ces. | have, however, carefully followed the text of the Xylo-
‘graph, though 1 have failed to understand several passages
which are abstruse and obscure. The Society’s edition of the
Sher-phyin is therefore no bettor than a reproduction in types
of the Xylograph original. By omitting the®repetitions which
were numerous the bulk of the work has been brought down
to a moderate size.

A translation of the Sher-phyin, which is itself a verbal
translation of the Sanskrit Catasghasriki-Prajiia-Paramita,
however desirable it might be, is beyond my poor acquire-
ments : the language of the Sher-phyin is archaic and the

'subject matter being mystic Yoga philosophy is abstruse to
the extreme. No Llama accessible to me has been able to
,elucidate any passage, however perspicuous it might be in
the Sanskrit original. Constant reference to the Sanskrit
original thereforc made me familiar with that work, and T
suggested that as the Society has already printed the Asta-



4

sihasrikd-Prajia-Paramita, the publication of the Cata-
sahasrika would be acceptible to the reading public.

Much time was lost in securing five copies of the text, and
one mannscript had to be obtained on loan from the Cam-
bridge University Library.

There are now at my disposal five manuscripts.

&. This is a manuscript which years ago I had secured
from a Nepali Pandit who had come down to Calcutta on
a pilgrimage to Pwi. 1t is a tolerably correct copy but
icomplete. Character Nagri.

w. Is an incomplete copy obtained from the Society’s
Library. Character Nepali.

a.  Another manuscript from the Library of the Asiatic
Society of Bengal, incomplete but much older than any.
Character Newari. .

w. This is the only complete copy I have got. It belongs
to the Asiatic Society of Bengal, it was found in the Collec-
tion of Hodgson’s Nepali maanuscript. Character Newari.

w. 'The Cambridge University [ibrary manuscript is in
Nepali characters. A neatly written copy. Character Nepali.

"'his copy has to be consulted under orders of the autho-
vities of the Cambridge Uuniversity Library at the premises of
the Asiatic Society of Bengal. DPart 1, only.

w. 'The first manuscript has been made the basis of collation ;
and so far as they have been collated all the five manuscripts
generally tally with each other. There are a fow clerical errors
which have been corrected by collation with the other manu-
scripts. Notes from Patanjala aphorisins, Bhasya, Tika, frow
NSarvadarcana Sangraha, and from Bhamati have been given
with a view to clucidate some passages, but the language of
the Buddhist authors as well as their technical {erms differ
greatly from those of their Hindu brethren. Notes from the
Commentary of Astasihasriki have also been given.

I'he name of the author doex not appear from the text nor
the epoch of its composition.

BuAGADEYUL, VINDIYACAL: )
The Sth day {ff Sl'['f., 1901. IKpITOR.
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